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Abstract

The solar market is currently booming with growth driven by government programs, particularly in
German. Of major solar technologies, water heating is the most established. Concentrating Solar
Power (CSP), with electricity generated by focusing sunlight to drive heat engines, has been of rapidly
increasing interest in Spain and the USA. However, the most vibrant solar sector has been
photovoltaics, with electricity generated directly by shining sunlight onto solar cells. With ongoing
cost reduction and technological innovation, the photovoltaic industry could become one of the largest
of this century, providing the majority of the world’s primary energy by its end.
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